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In 2020 The Lakes at Kent contracted with a local company, Lake Defense Force, to manually 
remove plant material from our waters.  The process was labor intensive, slow, and costly.  In 
2021 we will contract with Aquatechnex, a Bellingham based company.  Aquatechnex has 
operations up and down the west coast and is the same company that serviced the Lakes for 
many years prior to 2020.   
 
In the past, Aquatechnex used a combination of herbicides, dyes, and precipitants to control 
plant growth.  They will be using a new product called the Ecos System which is a one-time 
herbicide that is applied in March or April.  It is guaranteed to prevent plant growth but if plants 
do grow, the contractor will do a second application at no  
extra cost.  This promises guaranteed growth prevention for approximately one-quarter the 
cost of last year's program. In addition, Aquatechnex has completed sonar mapping of the 
Lakes. They will do phosphorous sampling this year and make recommendations based on 
the results.  They can also apply products to mitigate such things as mosquitoes and midges. 
  
If anyone would like the ECOS promo sheet, e-mail kathisjones@gmail.com and I will send it. 

The Lakes in Kent Neighborhood Program 
 
The Lakes Association is looking at ways to 
grow The Lakes Neighborhood Council 
program and make it an even better support 
system for our residents. Our goal is create 
more interaction between our neighbors, The 
Lakes Board and our City officials, and also 
build a stronger support system between some 
of our smaller groups and their surrounding 
Councils and Boards. The questionnaire is a 
starting point to build a needs assessment for 
The Lakes in Kent Neighborhood Council. 
The Lakes in Kent Neighborhood Survey 

(surveymonkey.com)   
 
What Would YOU Like From The Program? 
 
We want the Neighborhood Council to be as 
beneficial and supportive of those involved as 
we can make it. What are you and your 

neighbors interested in that we don’t currently 
offer? Some suggestions were Leadership 
Workshops, or grants to help maintaining our 
website, and support in connecting smaller 
Boards/Councils with each other so they can 
work together on various programs and 
events. Hopefully we’ll bring back the National 
Night Out, “Walks with the Mayor,” and “Coffee 
with The Chief ”.  What other ideas would you 
and your group be interested in? If you have 

ideas that don’t fall under any of these 
suggestions, please let me know!  Website 

Lakes at Kent https://lakesatkent.com,  

I look forward to working with and hearing from 
all of our groups and growing this program to 
be the best it can be. 
 
Kathi Jones, Regatta at The Lakes  
kathijones04@gmail.com 206-910-1335 

Ripples From The Lakes in Kent  
                                                                Visit your website at https:// www.lakesatkent.com 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YVBDQ8F
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YVBDQ8F
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WHAT IS STORMWATER DRAINAGE and WHY YOU SHOULD CARE 
 

Stormwater drainage is the process of draining excess water from streets, sidewalks, roofs, buildings, 
and other areas. The systems used to drain stormwater are often referred to as storm drains, but they 
are also called storm sewers and drainage wells. Sometimes people confuse stormwater drainage 
systems with sanitation sewers, but storm drains often function separately from sewer systems 
 
In The Lakes, our stormwater rain and melted snow/ice that falls onto our landscape, flows off our 
rooftops, parking lots and, bare soils have pollutants on them (such as pet waste, dirt, litter, yard waste, 
chemicals, and auto fluids like oil and gas to name just a few) that will hitchhike with the stormwater 
as it travels into our lakes. Sadly if the storrmwater is not treated, the pollutants end up in our ponds, 
creeks, lakes, rivers and eventually The Green River and Puget Sound. 
 
The City stormwater utility takes care of this runoff after it flow off private and public properties. The 
city charges homeowner associations a drainage utility rate to clean and maintain our culverts and 
catch basins to manage stormwater. Currently every home owner in The Lakes pays $120.00 yearly to 
The Lakes Association to maintain the run off that goes into our retention ponds which we call our 
lakes. 
 
Stormwater is part of the water cycle. Everything needs good quality water. Polluted water is not 
drinkable, it can make us and other animals sick or worse, it smells bad, it looks bad and we can’t use 
it. Pollution in stormwater affects you! This is why all of us must do our part to keep pollutants stored, 
used and disposed of properly so they don’t end up in our water resources and environment.   Check 
out this kid friendly video Freddy the Fish Teaches About Stormwater - YouTube 

 

 

 

                  

 

By POND Content Network 

 

        STORM DRAINS IN THE LAKES-The city cleans those in green. We clean those in pink. 

Car Washing and Storm Drains    
 
Did you know that all of the storm water drains along the streets and in the parking lots in The 
Lakes communities empty into one of our seven lakes and ponds.  However, the drains at the car 
wash stations located in some of the communities are part of the Metro sewer system and do not 
empty into the lakes. That is why it is important to either use an approved car wash station or 
utilize a commercial car wash.  Washing your vehicle in your driveway, on the street, or in the 
parking lot is a violation of the Kent City Code 7.05.140.  A violation of this Code can carry up to a 
$500 penalty for each violation.  
 
Check our The Lakes Community website. It includes information on Board Meetings, Homeowner 
Resources, CC&R’s, Community Links and Reminders, like Taking Care of Our Lakes, Not 
Feeding Dukes and Geese and Dog Poop! Welcome to The Lakes. It’s a great place to live.  

Lakes at Kent  https://www.lakesatkent.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjPfLhJbdc0
https://www.pondtrademag.com/author/pondtrademag/
https://lakesatkent.com/
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Check out the city website for the latest infor-
mation on the Coronavirus 
 
https://www.kentwa.gov/residents/public-
safety/covid-19-updates 
 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus  

“I think that I shall never see a poem as lovely as a tree”  Joyce Kilmer 
 
The role of trees in providing beauty and shade in our communities and neighborhoods is widely 
appreciated. They reduce energy costs by creating shade, oxygenate the air, and attract wildlife.  Trees 
can also contribute up to 15% of a homes’ resale value. Many trees that were planted in The Lakes by 
years ago have outgrown their spaces. Wrong tree, wrong place?  
 
Your HOA’s is responsible to prune trees and shrubs that border sidewalks.  Shrubs must be 
maintained so as not to grow beyond the edge of the sidewalk. Trees must be pruned to a minimum of 
8 ft. above sidewalks and should be pruned so all street signs, speed limit signs and caution signs are 
visible to drivers. If the sidewalk starts to raise due to tree roots, and the slab lifts over 1/2 inch, there 
is serious lability issues—a trip and fall hazard. There are a variety of solutions to sidewalk 
modification to correct these hazards.  The goal is to adapt the infrastructure to accommodate the tree 
to reduce the sidewalk damage and increase the interval between sidewalk repairs. 
  
If you notice an area that needs to be pruned or a sidewalk that is lifted due to tree roots, please be sure 
to email a Lakes Board member and report it.  All Board Members are listed on www.lakesatkent.com.   

TREE MAINTENANCE- In the fall of 2020, The 
Lakes at Kent Community Association approved a 
program to provide care and maintenance for the 
trees which are located in the common-use area of 
The Lakes which are the responsibility of the Associ-
ation.  A number of aging trees were in a state of de-
cline, with no possible options for recovery. 
  
The Lakes Board requested proposals from certified 
arborists of three companies.  Each tree on the prop-
erty was identified, mapped, and evaluated for condi-
tion and compliance for safety guidelines. (Declining 
health, weak limbs, disease, and clearance for walk-
ways, traffic, street signs and lighting, risk of roots 
damaging the sidewalk or irrigation systems.) 
  
Davey Tree, the selected vendor, provided a detailed 
work scope, with identification of each individual 
tree belonging to The Lakes Association, with a rec-
ommendation for the appropriate action. Davey 
Tree’s proposal was significantly below the amount 

approved in the 2020 Budget for this project.  The 
recommendations included removals, stump grind-
ing, tree pruning, and deep-root fertilization for 
stressed trees which require revitalization. 
  
The work commenced on September 8, the day after 
a large wind storm.  One of the trees, slated for re-
moval, fell over during the storm and was immediate-
ly removed from the property.  The crew from Davey 
Tree requested a break in the schedule in order to as-
sist other communities with clean-up from storm 
damage and returned to The Lakes the following 
week to complete the project.  
 
Currently we have a Landscape committee working 
on getting bids for replacing trees, reseeding grass 
over stump grinds, revitalizing the entrance median 
as well as the median just north of the bridge. The 
current proposals to add more flowering trees and 
shrubbery to add some color and variety look very 
promising.  

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus
http://www.lakesatkent.com


Name 
Address 

5405 S 237th Place 
Kent, WA 98032 

Ripples From The Lakes at Kent  

The Lakes Association Board Members 
 

President-Doug Kemper 
Vice President-Gerry Nelson  

Treasurer-Joe Heltzel 
Secretary-Jana Tipton 

Members at Large-Tutubi Brown, Patty McConnehey 
Neighborhood Council-Kathi Jones 

Association Manager-Mark Anderson   

Lakes at Kent 

 

NEELY-SOAMES HERITAGE GARDEN2021—Call for Volunteers 
5311 S 237th Place, in The Lakes 

 
“Dirty Hands - Calloused Palms, 

Black Fingernails - Green Thumb” 
 

There is a process to getting a ‘Green Thumb’ as this  Haiku poem says.  
 

A great volunteer opportunity is practically in our back yard! Work and learn all things gardening at the  
Neely-Soames Heritage Garden, located at the west end of our community.  

 
Work parties, led by Master Gardeners, are from 10 AM - Noon Saturdays and Tuesdays.  

There is a vegetable garden, herb garden and flowers abound. During COVID please bring your own clippers, 
gloves and kneeling pad if you have them. If not, extras are available in the garden shed. YES, MASKS 

ARE STILL REQUIRED at least for the time being. If gardening is not your thing, stop by to say 
hi and enjoy the grounds. Someone will be around to answer gardening questions. 

 

https://lakesatkent.com/

